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Woonsocket Alumni Wins Brian Meyer
Memorial Scholarship
As part of recent contract negotiations with KELO, Santel has
added the Escape Channel to our
digital TV lineup. All Santel customers will now be able to watch
Escape on Channel 183.
This all-new network has movies and TV series that are daring,
sexy and anchored in stories of
crime and mystery. The content
of Escape is similar to that of
Lifetime and Oxygen channels.

Some of the series found on Escape include: Without A Trace,
Corrupt Crimes, Forensic Files,
The FBI Files, Unsolved Mysteries
and LAPD: Life on the Beat.
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The South Dakota Telecommunications Association (SDTA) has announced that Jonathan Linke has been
awarded the Brian Meyer Memorial
Scholarship.
This scholarship is available to students who have completed at least two
semesters of course work at any accredited post-secondary school in SD.
The student or their family must be a
subscriber to a SDTA member company
such as Santel. Applications are due by
the end of October each year and can
be found at sdtaonline.com.
Applicants were asked to describe
the future of small town South Dakota
and what can be done to enhance the
quality of rural life through use of
broadband technologies. Jonathan’s
response in part: “Having high speed
internet is crucial in today’s world, and
that is no different in rural areas. It
starts in schools. Students can satisfy
their curiosity about what is out there,
learn about more than what is found in
a textbook, take online college classes,
and develop and utilize skills that they
may otherwise move away to a bigger
city for. People interested in technology
don't have to move away from rural
areas to find it because of high speed
internet, and they can put their skills to
work in our small towns with the internet available. It allows farmers and
ranchers to view weather, markets,

news, and research findings within
minutes, and use that information to
make a more knowledgeable decision
about their operation.”
In his application, Jonathan stated
that he is attending SDSU with a double
major in Agronomy and Animal Science
with Agricultural Business and Agricultural Marketing minors. He is also focusing on precision ag and wants his
education and knowledge base to be as
diverse as possible.
Following graduation, Jonathan plans
to pursue a career in agronomy and
hopefully work in or near his home community. He’d like to stay involved with
4-H and FFA programs and help other
young individuals discover the potential
growth and leadership opportunities in
agriculture. He is the son of Henry and
Paula Linke of Woonsocket.
Congratulations to Jonathan!

Stay Safe & Secure Online in 2018
As the world grows ever more complex and connected, our valuable data is increasingly exposed to malicious actors around the world.
However, there are experts around the world working behind the scenes
to fight the good fight, thwarting the hackers with ingenious new technologies. But while these guardians are feverishly battling on our behalf, all too
often we turn out to be our own worst enemy. Cutting corners, clicking suspicious links and downloading untrustworthy materials – we honestly do
bring it on ourselves.
So, here are a few good habits that will help prevent you from falling
prey to today’s cyber-villains:

1. Mum’s the word: Good, strong passwords. We’re all too familiar with
the concept, but the truth is it can’t be understated and a couple of tweaks
can turn an easy password into a tough nut to crack. Try adding a few numeric characters into a favourite phrase (like turning DangerZone into
d@ng3rz0n3).
2. Never too much: Two-step verification is fast becoming the new standard for security, and that’s a good thing. With a simple tap on your phone
or 'yes' on your email you can ensure it’s really you.
3. Locked up tight: Many people use the same password or a slight variation on it for multiple accounts, meaning one breach can leave all your accounts open. Try using a secure password manager (such as LastPass) to
create unique passwords for each account – and keep track of them.
4. Go ahead, make my day: Those with nothing to lose, have nothing to
steal. Ransomware is one of the most prevalent and profitable forms of
cybercrime out there right now, but it can be circumvented very easily –
with backups. Ransomware works by holding your valuable data to ransom,
but if your files are securely backed up they don’t have a lot of value to a
hacker.
5. Click in haste, repent at leisure: Lots of malware requires users to
open files or follow links, so users should always take care what they click
on – if a link or file looks suspect, it probably is.
6. In this season: And finally, perhaps the most obvious – keep your software up-to-date. Software providers are continually patching new bugs in
their systems as they appear, but these fixes can only help if you let them
in.
*Reprinted with permission from Tech Solutions February 2018 Tech News

New Directories
Coming Soon
The 2018 Central Connections telephone directories will be delivered
in April. Each active Santel customer will receive one directory by mail.
If you wish to
have additional directories,
they are available at Agland
in Ethan, Larson Grocery in
Fedora, Country Pumper in
Forestburg or
at the banks in Alpena, Artesian,
Letcher, Mount Vernon, Parkston,
Tripp and Wolsey as well as at the
Santel office in Woonsocket. Businesses wanting several directories
can contact our office at 796-4411.
We have had many customers call
with concerns about listings found
in the Yellowbook. Please know that
Santel does not provide the listings
for that directory and all errors
should be reported directly to Yellowbook. We encourage you to use
Santel’s directory to find accurate
and up-to-date listings as well as
other helpful tips and tricks regarding your Internet, Digital TV and telephone services.

